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Ruth Montgomery

Stephanie Capyk, Victoria


      

SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT STANDARDIZATION REVIEW UPDATE

Work is progressing with the RCMP on the sexual assault kit standardization.   Our plan is to have the suggested guideline prepared and processed through the Advisory Committee to the RCMP for revisions as required.  There are still some key decisions the lab needs to make before proceeding.  Target date for release of the new kits is fall 2008. 

Pamela Stewart, the RCMP lab member spearheading this initiative has been transferred and will not be joining us at the conference.  Kathleen will speak to the changes and the anticipated impact of those changes for Making a Difference teams.

DATA COLLECTION 

Kim will be analyzing Canadian data received to date.  Results will be discussed at the National Conference.  Thanks to those who have submitted data.

NATIONAL MAKING A DIFFERENCE CANADA CONFERENCE UPDATE

Plans for the conference are proceeding well.  The Justice Minister has cancelled his attendance, with regrets.  Steve Sullivan, the Federal Ombudsman for Victims of Crime was recommended as an alternative.  A request for presentation has been forwarded to his office.  No response to date.

Conference call participants agreed that it was important to highlight team participation at the conference.  Teams will be asked to arrange for introduction of speakers.  Assignment list attached.  Thanks everyone!  Call Ruth if you foresee a problem.  

Note made to ensure that we set aside time for participants in each discipline to get to talk.  Disciplines will be seated together for lunch on the Monday to facilitate these discussions.
DRUG FACILITATED SEXUAL ASSAULT GUIDELINES

Work is progressing well on the guidelines.  We anticipate they will be circulated for review and discussion prior to the conference.

THE FUTURE OF THE MAKING A DIFFERENCE INITIATIVE

Ruth asked participants to discuss with their teams issues and considerations for the future of the Making a Difference project.  This includes funding and future initiatives.

BECAUSE OF THE EASTER BREAK, THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP CONFERENCE CALL WILL BE HELD ONE WEEK EARLIER -  MARCH 18, 2008 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  

Please forward any items you wish included on the agenda.
Thanks everyone! 

Ruth Montgomery

