Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Board Telephone Meeting

27 November, 2007
Participants:

Elaine Maisonneuve, Yukon

Stephanie Capyk, Victoria

David O’Brien, PEI

Kim Regehr, Niagara

Amy Buskirk, Donner Foundation

Stephanie Hanson, Donner Foundation

Ruth Montgomery

WHITEHORSE TRAINING CONFERENCE

Approximately 110 people, including 30 nurse and police delegates from the Northwest Territories and Nunavut attended the Whitehorse conference.  Presentations and networking opportunities were well received.  The Whitehorse team is continuing to work on its SART protocol, is working to implement forensic evidence storage for deferred reporting, and the local doctors will be assisting medical staff in remote areas via telephone to ensure the necessary evidence is appropriately collected.  The RCMP will be providing sexual assault investigation training for their members. 

ADDITIONAL GRANT FUNDING

We have been the fortunate recipients of a $15,000 grant which will be applied to the national conference.  Thank you letter sent to recommending Foundation family member.

NATIONAL MAKING A DIFFERENCE CANADA CONFERENCE

The conference will be held April 7-9 at the Fantasyland Hotel in Edmonton. After discussion, decision made to limit attendance to Making a Difference project communities.  Hosted dinner will be held Tuesday evening.

Ruth has spoken with a number of potential speakers, including the Justice Minister Nicholson’s office, Lothar Czech (DFSA), Val Campbell (specialized courts), Lynda Steele and Annette Bidniak (media relations), Dr. Sophie Parker (war rape), and Kim Lonsway (data analysis).  David provided information on the Metropolitan Immigrant Settlement Association, which may be able to provide a good presenter as well.  We are hopeful that the vast majority of speakers can be confirmed before the next meeting.

The group discussed participation options for the National Reflection Roundtable as follows:

1. team reports   

2. presentation/discussion by discipline   

3. one member representing each team talking on a variety of issues.

Topics will be:

1. what we’ve learned by participating in Making a Difference

2. emerging issues, and 

3. overcoming barriers and challenges to meet those issues.

Teams are asked to discuss these options and let Ruth know which way they would like to proceed.

The Donner Foundation will fund travel for up to 8 persons per community, representing at minimum 4 disciplines, to attend this event.  Additional team members may attend the conference for a fee of $250.  They will be responsible for their own travel, accommodation, and meals not provided at the conference.  

Conference Registration:  As Ruth will have to apply before year end for additional funding to cover outstanding costs, based on the number of attendees anticipated, conference registrations must be received by December 20, 2007.  A registration form is attached to this to these notes.  Please distribute, complete, and return them as quickly as possible.

Reimbursement for Travel Costs:  The Foundation will cover economy class airfare, or mileage at federal government rates to the price of economy class airfare, for up to 8 members per community.  Delegates are asked to book travel and forward receipts and the address to which they would like reimbursement sent attention of Ms Karen Smith, Executive Director, Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton, #205, 14964 - 121 A Ave, Edmonton, AB  T5V 1A3.  Karen will arrange reimbursement as quickly as possible.  If this arrangement is problematic for anyone, contact Ruth Montgomery at 604 806 0046.

RCMP SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT STANDARDIZATION

Good progress is being made.  Good input being received from participants. Project conclusion still projected for year end.  

EPERT WITNESS TESTIMONY RESEARCH UPDATE

Pam reports that input has been limited.  Please ensure that the crown prosecutors on your teams provide input on this important issue.  Pam will provide a summary of her work to date.  Ruth will distribute it when it is received.

DRUG FACILITATED SEXUAL ASSAULT GUIDELINE RESEARCH PROJECT STATUS REPORT

Work progressing.   Drug symptomology chart completed.  Guide to be printed and distributed at the National Conference.

DATA COLLECTION

No problems reported. No need for data collection guidelines identified at this time.  Elaine requested a copy of the US guidelines for information.  Kim Lonsway is reviewing the Excel spreadsheet – has indicated she will return it shortly.  Ruth will distribute as soon as it is received.  

WEBSITE

Canadian website address is www.makingadifferencecanada.ca - will be up and running shortly.  Initial format and content will mirror what is on the www.evawintl.org site.  Changes projected to be complete shortly.  If anyone has any changes they would like to see on the website, please forward them to Ruth asap.

David reminded us that we had previously discussed changing the project name to more accurately reflect what it is that we do.  He suggested this may be a good topic for discussion at the conference, and that a new name may well generate some media interest.  This idea was endorsed by all participants.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!

THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP CONFERENCE CALL WILL BE HELD JANUARY 7, 2008 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE FORWARD AGENDA ITEMS YOU WISH TO INCLUDE IN OUR DISCUSSIONS.
Thanks everyone! 

Ruth Montgomery

