Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National Advisory 

Board Telephone Meeting

30 May 2006
Participants:

Deb Tomlinson, Alberta SA Centres

Ronald MacDonald, Antigonish, NS

Irene Smith, Halifax NS

Tatiana Loverso, Edmonton AB

Kim Regehr, Niagara Region ON

Clark Russell, Victoria BC

David O’Brien, PEI

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton AB

Pamela Rubin, Legal Researcher

Ruth Montgomery

1.  Legal Research Update

Pamela Rubin provided an update of her legal research as it relates to pretext phone calls and relevance of cross examination questions.  Excellent discussion followed. Pamela indicated that she would like broader input from the advocacy sector – representatives of the sector participating in the phone call expressed great interest and enthusiasm in participating in such discussions.

Pamela will continue working on the following deliverables:

a. a concise resource on obtaining judicial authorization for pretext phone calls.

b. a reference guide, organized by question type, that prosecutors could use to quickly challenge irrelevant questions, that includes easy to locate, applicable cases.  

A copy of Pam’s status report is attached.  Thank you Pamela, for all of your work on these important issues.

2.   Website

Several communities have not yet forwarded community profiles for the website.  Please do so as quickly as possible.  Advise if you require me to resend the community report framework. 

The group reviewed web page headers submitted by Jamie Garff, our webmaster.  Preference was for the banner with the Canadian flag in the photo, as the group felt this was more representative of the urban and rural communities represented on the project.  Group preferred Making a Difference Canada as the header, but asked that a sub-header be included that references sexual assault.  Possible sub-heads could be:

a. working together to improve sexual assault prosecutions

b. collaborative efforts to end sexual violence (or sexual abuse)

Please get back to Ruth with your preference as soon as possible.  Other suggestions welcome.

3.   RCMP Lab Services Audit

Ruth reviewed questions provided by Shelley Trevethan of the Auditor General’s office for the RCMP Lab Services Audit.  The group is pleased to prepare a collective response to issues identified.  Note that we have to have our submission to the Auditor General’s office by mid July at the latest.

A lively discussion ensued, based on the materials provided by Dave Hepworth, and on personal experiences of the participants.  Decision is to distribute questions to all team members, and then to organize a conference calls the week of June 26 to consolidate responses.  Police, prosecutors, and forensic medical team members will be grouped for one conference call and advocates for another. 

4. Sexual Assault Kit Overviews

The sexual assault kit content overview spreadsheet was circulated to participants. Several members noted that because of the large amounts of information included, the pages are difficult to print.  Suggestions welcome on how this document can be made more user friendly.

Ruth asked participants to carefully review notes related to their community to ensure they accurately reflect submissions, and for any group to submit supplementary information as required as soon as possible.

Based on a quick review of information included to date, there are a number of issues that generated interest and will require further discussion, including time frames for examination, use of ultraviolet light for exams, and police role in forensic exams.  As well, if any communities have policies, training guidelines, etc. for the kits, please forward them for inclusion in our final resource package.

5. Other

Clark Russell noted an increase in reports of  drug/alcohol facilitated sexual assaults in Victoria in the last while.  He requested and was provided with information on how other communities have dealt with similar issues.  Several participants suggested methods for approaching the problem as a community problem, and focusing attention on the premises where the assaults were taking place rather than focusing exclusively on what victims can/should be doing to prevent such assaults.

Kathleen Soltys noted that the forensic medical examiners in Edmonton have seen a significant increase in the number of sexual assault being reported to them, while police sexual assault case load has decreased by 14% since the beginning of the year.  Careful examination of this phenomena has lead the team to conclude that this indicates an increased trust and confidence in the SANE team.

6. OUR NEXT CONFERENCE CALL WILL TAKE PLACE JUNE 27, 2006 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE SUBMIT AGENDA ITEMS IN ADVANCE.

Ruth Montgomery

Ph:  
604 806 0046

Email:  ruth.montgomery@telus.net

